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Egenolf Early Childhood Center offers high-quality,
accredited preschool learning experiences

The importance of early
childhood education cannot
be understated. A quality
pres.chnu-l program benefits
a child socially, emotionally,
Eh ysically and cognitively. It

elps prepare them for ele-
mentary school and builds a
solid foundation for lifelong
learning,

Preschool enrollment typ-
ically follows the traditional
academic year, making win-
ter and early spring the per-
fect time to register ch'tl-;mn
for fall programs. But many
families are unsure where
to begin, and are concerned
about the impact of tuition
on household finances.
The good news for Garden
State residents is that free
preschool may be available
depending on the town in
which someone lives

“In the late 1990s, the
Superior Court in New Jer-
sey ruled that certain dis-
tricts were mandated to pro-
vide free preschool to 3- and
4-year-old children resid-
ing within those districts in
order toensure a thorough and efficient edu-
cation,” said Dr. Lorraine Cooke, executive
director of Egenolf Early Childhood Center
in Elizabeth.

In Union County, Elizabeth and Plain-
field were among the first districts required
to provide free preschool. In the years that
followed, New Jersey extended the avail-
ability of free preschool to more districts,
underscoring tie importance of preschool
programs while rece ni:lr;‘g the Eurden of
childcare costs to working families.

Egenolf Early Childhood Centerin Eliza-
beth bepan collaborating with the Elizabeth
Public Schools in 1999, This landmark insti-
tution has been providing high quality child-
care and preschool programs to generations
of Elizabeth families since 1590,

A child’s brain develops connections fast-
er in the first five years than at any other
time in their lives, Dr. Cooke said. Accessto

uality early leaming experiences can posi-
Eudy Ehape and impact 'E;hild's. early I.:F-:T:?n
development and lead to long-term success.

“*Based on years of research, it is clear
that attending a high-quality preschool —
beginning at age 3 — is critical to supporting
ymngchiﬂr&n’ssu{fﬁsﬁ, not only in school,
but in life,” she said. *Long term studies find

Preschool enrollment typically follows the traditional academic year, making winter and early spring ::". = e e - .
the perfect time to register children for fall programs.

that children who participate in quality pre-
school programs are less llEelE':,r tix be retained,
have a higher high scheol mraduation rate,
goto college, and have h lghe rearnings than
those that did not attend a high-quality pre-

school”

A Comprehensive ch

Egenolf Early C:h[[dhtﬁwf_,f:nter’s staff
is committed to providing every child with
the best educational experience possible. For
many families, selecting a preschool program
can be an agonizing decision. Egenolf Early
Childhood Center’s holistic and child-cen-
tered approach encompasses all the attri-
butes rEut parents should look for when
choosing a pre school program.

These include:

» A child-focused environment located in
a facility exclusively dedicated to educating
Y OLIY cin[[dn: mn.

« A research-based curriculum that focus-
es on the development of the whole child,

» Well-trained teachers with bachelor’s or
master’s degrees in early childhood educa-
tion OF presc hool through thlrd-gmde certi-
fication — or both. E':lch classroom should
have ateacher’s assistant that holds a child
development associate credential,
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Eoenoli Early Childhood Center's staff is committed to providing
every child with the best educational experience possible.

« Class sizes are limited to
20 or less children.

- Limited transitions so children remain in
their preschool for at least two years.

* Parents are always welcome and can par-
ticipate in classroom activities.

“Egenolf Early Childhood Center pro-
grams 5L|E:pr.rrt socialization and self-con-
trel, and help children gain independence
while leamning basic skills and concepts,” Dr.
Cooke said. “We never use worksheets in our
classrooms. Rather, we present a wide range
of leaming centers in which children 'play
to learn.” This includes dramatic play, block
building, art, science, writing and more,”

Choosing a National Association for the
Education of Younp Children iINAEYC-ac-
credited preschool program ensures parents
have selected the highest quality early child-
hood ex perience, NAEYC accreditation
TeqLiTes 4 br_mg-term commitment tomeeting
strict quality standards. As an NAEYC-ac-
credited program, Egenolf Early Childhood
Center has gone through a rigorous process
to comply with 400 indicators of quality.

Egenolf Early Childhood Center is located
at 725 Newark Ave. For more information
or to schedule a tour, visit E renol (ECC. org
or call Q08-352.7508. '

Egenolf Early Childhood Center’'s holistic and
child-centered approach encompasses all the
attributes that parents should look for when
choosing a preschool program.




